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Dear t rustees, 

Tash i Delek ! And t hank you for you r con t i nuous suppor t . 

Since February 2002, Mr s. Kesang Takla has been the new Chair of Tibet 
House Trust . She co-founded the Trust and needs no int roduct ion to most of 
you. Over 40 years of her exper ience in the Tibetan community is a great 
asset and encouragement t o us al l . We welcome the two new t rustees—Kalon 
Thupten Lungr ig and Mr.Tseten Samdup. We are also happy to welcome Mr .
Sonam Dugdak as the Assistant Secretary from 1 August , 2002. His 
knowledge of the Tibetan Community and IT skill s are invaluable. 

At t he last count , Tibet House Trust has donated over £2.5 mil l ion to var ious 
projects of the Tibetan Refugee Community. This has been possible with your 
support and par tnership. As we cont inue to build on our ear li er 
achievements, your support is crucial . 

We always respect and rely on the st rength of the local knowledge and 
support programmes that come from t he community. This, we beli eve, is the 
under lying factor for the success of our projects. European Commission has 
funded five of our projects. We have also received funding from major UK 
organisat ions li ke the Community Fund, Departm ent for I nternat ional 
Development etc.  

As the Tibetan refugee community gets nearer to i ts goal of becoming sel f-
reli ant and sel f-suff icient , we can all rejoice in the knowledge that each one of 
us is cont r ibut ing to this success. 

Lobsang Choedon Samt en 
Secretary 

Tibet House Trust  
Secretary’s Report  

Income Amount Expenditure Amount Expenditure Percentage 

Restricted fund £ 227,510 Culture £ 8,336 1.97 % 

Donations £ 194,709 Health £ 9,867 2.33 % 

Other income £ 10,431 Capacity Building £ 5,455 1.29 % 

  Education £ 22,185 5.23 %  

  Emergency Relief £ 36,750 8.67 % 

  Information & Outreach £ 9,260 2.18 % 

  Rehabilit ation £ 18,900 4.46 % 

  Admn. & overheads £ 17,081 4.03 % 

  Development £ 296,062 69.84 % 

  Balance £ 8,754  

Total £ 432,650 Total £ 432,650 100 % 

Sta tement of inc ome and expen d iture for the period 2002-2003 
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H ousi ng for t he aged at J ampal i ng, 

Nepal : Residents of Jampal ing in 

Pokhra, Nepal are the freedom fighters of Tibet - 

people who have sacri ficed everything in their 

pr ime-age for their country. Most of them do not 

have any famil y. They are li ving in the same 

houses that were given to them in the 1970s. 

When the Department of Home approached us 

with a housing project for Jampali ng, we gladly 

agreed to help fund the ful l amount of budget 

requested. With our funding, 145 housing un i ts 

will be renovated for i ts 150 elder ly residents. 

The Department repor ted that implementat ion 

had star ted smoothly. 

T r anspor t at i on for Tenzi ngang, I nd i a: 

This is one of the remote Tibetan 

sett lements in North-East I ndia, border ing 

Tibet . Because of t ravell ing rest r ict ions, fewer 

aid has reached this populat ion. We contr ibuted 

towards the purchase of a mini-t ruck for this 

sett lement , which wil l be used for t ransportat ion 

of both people and goods. 
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I  nfor mat i on d i ssemi nat i on and 

net w or k i ng, Nor t h I nd i a: With our 

financial support , a Tibetan researcher from 

India will be able to present her case on the 

effects on Tibet 's environment at t he Conference 

on China's West Development by the Universi ty 

of Victor ia, Canada. We also provided funding to 

upgrade the information technology at t he 

Department of I nformat ion & I nternat ional 

Relat ions, towards maximising their effor ts in 

eff icient coordinat ion of al l the Tibetan off ices, 

Tibetan Support Groups, press and media.   

P r eser va t i on of t r ad i t i onal per for m i ng 

ar t s, Sou t h I nd i a: To pass on the 

t radi t ions of Tibetan cul ture to the younger 

generat ion, Planning Council has proposed to set 

up a cul tural group in South I ndia. They wi l l do 

research and arr ange for the older people to 

record and teach folk songs and dances to the 

youth. The project was star ted in November 2002 

and 32 young boys and gir ls have enrol led. They 

are also taught to play the t radi t ional musical 

inst ruments.  

Aspiring young Tibetan artists practicing sing-
ing and playing the traditional musical instru-
ments at the Music & Dance Centre. 

Mini-truck of Tenzingang Tibetan Settlement 
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Community Fund, (former ly call ed the 

Nat ional Lott ery Char it ies Board) gave 

over £151,000 to the Tibet House Trust t o 

provide sustainable l iveli hood for Tibetan 

refugees in Ladakh, I ndia. Ladakh was hit 

hard by an un precedented ear ly snow in 

1998 foll owed by a flooding disaster in 

2001. 

With the Lot tery funding, 180 famil y- size 

green-houses will be buil t to grow 

vegetables, frui ts, flowers etc. in 

Sonamli ng. I n the nomadic Jangthang 

areas, 70 acres of waste-land in the remote 

highland pastures wil l be reclaimed by 

digging irr igat ion canals to the waste-land, 

and by growing fodder for the li vestock and 

vegetables for the nomads. This will ensure 

cont inuous supply of healthy food as well 

as beaut i fy and improve the local ecology.  

L ott er y M oney Sav es 7000 Ti bet an Refugees 
i n L adak h , I nd i a 

Sonamli ng Cooperat ive Society, which is 

the economic back-bone  of Tibetan refugee 

community in Ladakh, wil l be turned into a 

vibrant enterpr ise. The working capital of 

the Cooperat ive has been increased by 

£43,214. This wi l l reduce i ts dependency on 

high interest loans from the local banks 

and provide flexibili ty to the income-

generat ing act ivi t ies of the Society.  

Two new t rucks have been purchased to 

provide t imely supply of food and other 

essent ial i tems to the people in these 

locali t ies, especiall y dur ing winter when 

roads from other ci t ies are closed. 

Project implementat ion have been going on 

as per plan and is expected to be completed 

by August 2003. 

A Tibetan Refugee in Sonamling proudly showing 
the vegetables in  his green-house. 

Beneficiaries digging irrigation canals in 
Jangthang and getting the waste-land ready for 
growing fodder shown below. 

The residents of Sonamli ng and Janthang will great ly benefi t from the increased vegetables 

and fodder product ion and the regular  supply of the essent ial commodit ies at reasonable 

rates from the Cooperat ive Society. 
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Eur opean Comm i ssi on Co-fun ds Anot her 
T i bet H ouse Tr ust Pr oject  

The 2nd phase development of the Tibetan 

Transit School (Sherab Gatseli ng) in 

Khanyara, Dharamsala is the four th EC co-

funded project . The project will provide the 

school with a dining hall accommodat ing 700 

and staff accommodat ion.  

The project was star ted in January 2002 and 

will be completed in 2005. EC has commit ted 

75 % of the funds and Tibet House Trust wi l l 

contr ibute euros 118,017 and balance of euros 

69,908 wil l be contr ibuted by the local par tner .  

The project will provide basic educat ional 

facili t ies for Tibetan refugees, who have 

recent ly arr ived in I ndia. Having left Tibet 

with li t t le or no educat ion, they will need basic 

li teracy and vocat ional ski ll s in order to be 

able to find employment and cope in their new 

situat ion.  

The Transit School has been in existence since 

1993, with make-shift classrooms and hostels 

constructed with galvanised iron sheets. The 

unbearable heat in summer, the heavy 

monsoon rains and the icy winter have caused 

health problems for students, and recruit ing 

and retaining of staff has been an ongoing 

problem.  

Or iginal plans were to house 360 students, but 

there are already over 650 as the influx of 

refugees cont inues. The School provides a 5-

year programme, enabli ng students to achieve 

Year 12 standard, equivalent t o A—level i n 

England. Vocat ional skil ls t raining cover 

carpentry, elect r ical engineer ing and thangka 

paint ing and tail or ing. There is a well -

equipped computer studies course. There are 

curr ent ly 53 teachers. 

Right picture: EC Delegat ion from Delhi with 
t rainees and staff at t he inaugurat ion of the 
Centre for Text il e & Garment Design, I ndia 
another co-funded project completed in March 

Transit School then, above and now, below. 

I n J un e 2002,  si x t een local 
par t ner pr oject of f i cer s d i r ect l y 
deal i ng w i t h EC pr oject s 
par t i ci pat ed at t he w or k shop, 
or gan i sed by T i bet H ou se Tr ust i n 
Dhar amsala. At t he end of t h i s t w o 
day w or k shop, t he par t i ci pan t s 
w er e mor e con f i den t abou t t he EC 
for mat s and r equ i r emen t s. Th i s 
w i ll boost t he qual i t y o f r epor t s 
r ecei ved f r om t he T i bet an 
par t ner s i n I n di a & Nepal . 
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Rehabi l i t at i on of Tor t u r e Vi ct i ms f r om Ti bet  

This project aims to rehabili tate the 
vict ims of organised violence and 
tor ture survivors from Tibet . Tibet 
House Trust has been support ing 
this project since March 1996 and 
has sent over £ 100,000 for this 
project to the Torture Vict ims Cell , a 
speciali sed unit of the Depar tm ent 
of H ealth of Central Tibetan 
Administ rat ion, Dharamsala. The 
Tor ture Vict ims Cel l takes care of  
25—40 such tor ture survivors every 
year .  

The project provides counselli ng and 
medical care for the new refugees, 
who number between 2000—4000 
every year . All the new refugees 
need immediate medical care, on 
their arr ival in Nepal & India, as 
they have been walking for days 
over the Himalayas without 
sufficient food and nut r i t ion. Many 
suffer frost-bi te and often their 
fingers, hands, feet and legs have to 
be amputated upon their ar r ival i n 
Nepal. The beneficiar ies of this 
project include chi ldren few years 
old to elder ly person 70 years old. 

Since 2000, the project has been 
suppor t ing vocat ional and ski l ls 
t raining. Interest-free capital  loan 
for set t ing up of micro-enterpr ises 
has been provided to 10 new 
refugees from Tibet . 

Picture of a two-year old girl from Tibet at the 
Tibetan Refugees Reception Centre, Dharamsala. 

These young children have been 
send by their parents from Tibet to 
study in the Tibetan schools in 
India. 
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Based on our past exper iences dealing 
with emergency si tuat ions - star t ing 
with Tibet Snow Storm, Ladakh 
Snow, Or issa Cyclone, Manali Fire to 
the Ladakh Flood etc., we real ised the 
need to create an Emergency Reli ef 
Fund to provide the rapid act ion 
needed in t imes of such disasters. 
This was introduced dur ing the 
photo-exhibi t ion in June 2002. Our 
target is to raise at least GBP 30,000 
for such emergency situat ion. We 
have raised £1500 from the donat ions 
we received dur ing the photo-
exhibi t ion at t he St .Mar t in-in-the-
fields Gall ery.  
 
For the most recent Drought Reli ef 
aid to Hunsur & Chowkur in the 
South India, the Trust provided 
£30,000 from our own funds. This is 
in addit ion to the Rs.15,00,000 we 
raised for the Mundgod Drought 
Reli ef aid. Our funding wi l l help 
these farmers to buy their seeds and 
fer t i l izers for next year and keep the 
famil y hear th burning this year. We 
may not be so for tunate the next t ime 
disaster st r ikes.  

Emer gency Rel i ef Fun d 

Manali fire destroyed the Tibetan 
shopping complex. 

Orissa Cyclone blew off the roof of the 
Tibetan houses in Phuntsokling Tibetan 
Settlement. 

Tibetan refugees in Spituk vill age dis-
placed after the Indus river flood. 

Drought damaged fields and crops in 
South India. 
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Phot o-Ex i h i bi t i on : I n memory of the 
late Amaryll is Fleming, a loyal suppor ter 
of Tibet , a photo-exhibit ion was organised 
by the Tibet House Trust at t he Crypt 
Gall ery, London from 16 to 28 June, 2002 
to coincide with the Wor ld Refugee Day .  
 
The theme of this exhibi t ion was to show 
independent Tibet , i t s occupat ion, 
Tibetan community in exi le and their 
future vision. 
                      
The Br i t ish act ress Joanna Lumley, a 
staunch suppor ter of Tibet , was the chief 
guest at t he opening. Monks from Tashi 
Lhun po monastery began the evening 
funct ion with Tibetan prayers. The 
gall ery was packed with over 130 people 
standing.   
 
Pictures by the Tibetan photographer , 
Tenzin Dor jee formed the core of the 
exhibit . He also had the chance to speak 
about his exper iences and future projects.  
 
About 100 people visi ted the gall ery each 
day. Par t of this exhibit ion was taken to 
Austr ia dur ing the Kalachakra teachings 
in August 2002. This exhibit ion helped in 
spreading awareness about t he Tibetan 
situat ion and the works of Tibet House 
Trust . I t also promoted the works of 
Tibetan ar t ists in exil e.  
 
This exhibit ion can be hired free of 
charge from the Tibet House Trust . 

Cu l t u r al Pr ogr amm e 

Ti bet M useum Tour s I ndi a 
With our funding, Tibet Museum in 
Dharamsala, highly commended by His 
Holi ness the Dalai Lama, wil l tour al l 
the Tibetan Sett lements and schools in 
India star t ing from Apr il 2003.  

Tibet House Trust is 
br inging Tibet 
Museum-Dharamsala 
to London. Don’t miss 
this free exhibit ion at 
Air Gall ery, Dover 
St reet , London from 
17Ð 27 June, 2003. 
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Sponsor sh i p pr ogr amm e 
Our Educat ion Sponsorship 
programme has been progressing and 
expanding since the star t of the Tibet 
House Trust . At present , we have 169 
beneficiar iesÐ 20 have either 
completed their school ing or left for 
other r easons. The monthly 
sponsorship of £13 pays for the 
chil dren’s tuit ion fees, uniform, food 
and books.  
 
The programme helps to fund the 
schooli ng of orphan, dest i tute and poor 
chil dren in different schools in India 
and Nepal. I t also suppor ts religious 
studies by monks and nuns. The 
sponsorship is channel led through the 
local i nst itut ions li ke Depar tment of 
Educat ion, Depar tment for Reli gion 
and Culture, Tibetan Chil dren’s 
Vill age, Tibetan Inst i tute of 
Per forming Arts.  
 
Sponsors receive individual case-
history of the chi ld/ren, pictures, 
annu al repor ts and are welcome to 
maintain personal contact with the 
chil dren. 

L ast year , we compl eted a  
th re e-year e ducat i on pr oj ect 
fun ded by Depar tmen t for 
I n t er n a t i on a l D evel opmen t , 
UK. Th r ough the Depar tmen t 
of Educat i on , we pr ovi ded 150 
sch ol a r sh i p s f or D egre e 
cour ses and 250 for vocat i onal 
and sk ill s t r ai n i ng for T i betan 
re fugees. 

Educat i on  

M y Sponsor  
By Karma Kunsang, TCV 

 
When I had nothing, 
You gave me the chance to study 
I think you are the one, 
Who has opened the door for me. 
                       
Wherever you are; 
You are always in my hear t ; 
I ’ll be grateful for your kindness, 
And all you have done for me. 
 
People li ke you, 
Make this wor ld; 
A wonder ful place to li ve in, 
For the depr ived. 

Events 
 
17—27 June, 2003 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 
Tibet Exhibition at Air Gallery 
32 Dover Street, London W1S 4NE 
 
 
26 June & 10 July 7Ð 8:30 p.m. 
Teachings in Tibetan by Geshe Tashi la at 
Tibet House, 1 Culworth Street, London NW8 
 
Saturday, 05 July 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s Birthday 
Celebrations at Westminster Cathedral, Ambrosden 
Avenue, London W1 
 
4—20 September 
Tibet Exhibition at The October Gallery, 24 Old 
Gloucester Street, London WC1N 3AL  
tel: 020-7242 7367 

Tibetan children in their school class-
room, India 
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The Sat u r day T i bet an L anguage Class  
 - M r . Tser i ng Dhun dup Gonk at sang 

“After staying in Canada for  2 years, my friend’s 5 year old son could not converse with his elderly grandparents in 
India because he has forgotten his Tibetan altogether. Aren’ t we glad to have Mr.Tsering Dhundup Gonkatsang and the 
Tibetan Language classes in London?” Here Mr. TD Gonkatsang shares his experience of teaching Tibetan to Tibetan 
children in London. 

Tibet House Trust star ted the Saturday 
Tibetan classes in 1996. The ini t ial 
language teaching aim was to enable the 
learners to be able to converse in their 
mother tongue and to achieve funct ional 
li teracy. This meant teaching the language 
ski l ls to read and wr ite in Tibetan as well 
as develop communicat ive competence in 
the everyday Tibetan vernacular . The 
indirect gains hoped for  is the inculcat ion 
of awareness of their cultural roots and 
retaining their sense of Tibetan ident i ty. 
For most of the chil dren, learning Tibetan 
was l ike learning i t as ©foreign© language 
and for some as a ©second© language. So, we 
had to encourage those parents who could, 
to be involved by speaking in Tibetan at 
home as the fir st language so that their 
chil dren may assimilate their mother 
tongue more easil y.  

I t wouldn©t do to teach Tibetan in the 
t radit ional way as the learners© are 
already burdened with major curr icular 
demands from their mainst ream school 
educat ion. Based on the chil dren©s level of 
achievement and competence in speaking, 
reading and wr it ing skil ls, I star ted 
prepar ing teaching mater ials and aids 
based on the ©Engl ish as a Foreign 
Language© teaching mater ials I have 
coll ected over the years. After an ini t ial 
assessment of language competence and 
age range, the chil dren were divided into 
t hr ee lear ni ng gr oups: beginn er s, 
intermediate and advance.  

At t he height of our Tibetan classes, we 
had about 15 chi ldren between the age-
range of 5 to 15. Whi le the youngest 
members were engaged in play act ivi t ies to 
prompt speaking and l istening in Tibetan, 
the intermediate groups were taught t o 
read and wr ite in the U-Chen script and 
doing simple cross t ranslat ions in Engl ish 
and Tibetan.  

Mr. Tsering Dhundup Gonkatsang has been involved with teaching all his working life. At present, he is the 
Tibetan language instructor at The Oxford University. 

The advanced group compr ised of chil dren 
who could read and wr ite competent ly 
enough to t ranslate fair ly complex Tibetan 
sentences into Engl ish. Spelli ng was the 
main problem for most in wr i t ing in Tibetan 
as i t is for adult learners, too. The focus of 
their syll abus was language funct ions in 
var ious imagined or r eal social si tuat ions so 
that t hey could achieve funct ional 
competence to communicate in Tibetan. 

Their r eadings include, shor t stor ies, 
humour , proverbs, songs, ext racts from 
science topics, prayer texts etc. The chil dren 
find i t hi lar ious when I enter tain them with 
my version of a popular tune using the 
song©s lyr ics in pr int . I t©s obvious that I 
cannot sing, or sing out of tune. The chil dren 
can sing well but they cannot understand 
the meaning of what t hey sing. So, we help 
each other out .  

Over the years, as chil dren grew up and 
moved on to Secondary educat ion, they 
tended to drop out from att ending the 
Tibetan language class. As things stand 
today, a core group of about 5 chil dren are 
expected to att end classes regular ly for the 
foreseeable future. Given the fact that these 
chil dren have only one lesson every two 
weeks, their progress and achievement is 
remarkable.  

On my par t , I t ry to do the best t hat I can. 
Due to lack of any textual mater ial 
appropr iate for language recovery and 
teaching Tibetan as a ©foreign© language, I do 
spend considerable t ime in prepar ing 
mater ials for r eading and wr it ing exercises. 
I beli eve i t is al l wor th whil e.  

Final ly, on behalf of the chil dren and the 
parents, I would li ke to offer our sincere 
thanks to the Tibet House Trust and all 
those k ind benefactors and fr iends who have 
contr ibuted most generously to the runn ing 
of the Tibetan language classes.   
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