BET HOUSE TRUST

Secretary’sreportto Trustees

June 2008

1 Culworth Street
London NW8 7AF
tel: 020 7722 5378
fax: 020 7722 0362
email : tibettrust@ibet.com
website: www .tibet-house-trust.co.uk






Tibet House Trust

Secretary’s Report

Dear trustees,
Tashi Delek! And thank you for your continuous support.

Since February 2002, Mr s. Kesang Takla has been the new Chair of Tibet
House Trust. She co-founded the Trust and needs no introduction to most of
you. Over 40 years of her experience in the Tibetan community is a great
asset and encouragement to us all. We welcome the two new trustees—Kalon
Thupten Lungrig and Mr.Tseten Samdup. We are also happy to welcome Mr .
Sonam Dugdak as the Assistant Secretary from 1 August, 2002. His
knowledge of the Tibetan Community and IT skill s are invaluable.

Atthelast count, Tibet House Trust has donated over £2.5 million to various
projects of the Tibetan Refugee Community. This has been possible with your
support and partnership. As we continue to build on our earlier
achievements, your support is crucial.

We always respect and rely on the strength of the local knowledge and
support programmes that come from the community. This, we believe, isthe
underlying factor for the success of our projects. European Commission has
funded five of our projects. We have also received funding from major UK
organisations like the Community Fund, Department for International
Development etc.

As the Tibetan refugee community gets nearer toits goal of becoming self-
reliant and self-sufficient, we can all rejoice in the knowledge that each one of
usiscontributing tothis success.

Lobsang Choedon Samten
Secretary

Satement of income and expenditure forthe period 2002-2003

Restricted fund £227,510 Culture £ 8336 1.97 %
Other income £10,431 Capadty Building £ 5455 1.29%
Emergency Relief £ 36,750 8.67 %

e o
Devel opment £ 296,062 69.84 %




H ousing for the aged at Jampaling,

Nepal: Residents of Jampalingin
Pokhra, Nepal are the freedom fighters of Tibet -
people who have sacrificed everything in their
prime-age for their country. Most of them do not
have any family. They are living in the same
houses that were given to them in the 1970s.
When the Department of Home approached us
with a housing project for Jampaling, we gladly
agreed to help fund the full amount of budget
requested. With our funding, 145 housing units
will berenovated for its 150 elderly residents.
The Department reported that implementation
had started smoothly.

I nformation dissemination and
networking, North India: With our
financial support, a Tibetan researcher from
India will be able to present her case on the
effects on Tibet's environment at t he Conference
on China's West Development by the University
of Victoria, Canada. We also provided funding to
upgrade the information technology at t he
Department of Information & International
Relations, towards maximising their effortsin
efficient coordination of all the Tibetan offices,
Tibetan Support Groups, press and media.

Bir Dairy Farm: Dueto Tibet House Trust funding,
residents have ample and quality supply of milk at

reasonable prices.

T ransportation for Tenzingang, India:
Thisis one of the remote Tibetan
settlementsin North-East India, bordering
Tibet. Because of travelling restrictions, fewer
aid has reached this population. We contributed
towards the purchase of a mini-truck for this
sett lement, which wil | be used for transportation
of both people and goods.

Mini-truck of Tenzingang Tibetan Settlement

Aspiring young Tibetan artists pradicing sing-
ing and playing the traditional musicd instru-

. - . ments at the Music & Dance Centre.
P reservation of traditional performing

arts, South India: Topasson the
traditions of Tibetan cultureto the younger
generation, Planning Council has proposed to set
up a cultural group in South India. They will do
research and arr ange for the older people to
record and teach folk songs and dances tothe
youth. The project was started in November 2002
and 32 young boys and girls have enrolled. They
are also taught to play the traditional musical
instruments.



Community Fund, (formerly called the
National Lottery Charities Board) gave
over £151,000 tothe Tibet House Trustto
provide sustainable livelihood for Tibetan
refugees in Ladakh, India. Ladakh was hit
hard by an unprecedented early snow in
1998 foll owed by a flooding disaster in
2001.

With the Lottery funding, 180 family- size
green-houses will be built to grow
vegetables, fruits, flowers etc. in
Sonamling. In the nomadic Jangthang
areas, 70 acres of waste-land in the remote
highland pastures will be reclaimed by
digging irrigation canals tothe waste-land,
and by growing fodder for the livestock and
vegetables for the nomads. This will ensure
continuous supply of healthy food as well
as beautify and improve the local ecology.

Sonamling Cooperative Society, which is
the economic back-bone of Tibetan refugee
community in Ladakh, will be turned into a
vibrant enterprise. The working capital of
the Cooperative has been increased by
£43,214. This will reduce its dependency on
high interest loans from the local banks
and provide flexibili ty to the income-
generating activities of the Society.

Two new trucks have been purchased to
provide timely supply of food and other
essential itemstothe peoplein these
localities, especially during winter when
roads from other cities are closed.

Project implementation have been going on
as per plan and is expected to be completed
by August 2003.

A Tibetan Refugeein Sonamling proudly showing
the vegetablesin his green-house.

Beneficiaries digging irrigation canalsin
Jangthang and getting the waste-land ready for
growing fodder shown below.

The residents of Sonamling and Janthang will greatly benefit from the increased vegetables

and fodder production and the regular supply of the essential commodities at reasonable

rates from the Cooperative Society.



European Commission Co-funds Another
Tibet House Trust Pr oject

The 2nd phase development of the Tibetan
Transit Schod (Sherab Gatseling) in
Khanyara, Dharamsala is the fourth EC co-
funded project. The project will providethe
schoad with a dining hall accommodating 700
and staff accommodation.

The project was started in January 2002 and
will be completed in 2005. EC has committed
75 % of the funds and Tibet House Trust will
contribute euros 118,017 and balance of euros
69,908 will be contributed by the local partner.

The project will provide basic educational

facili ties for Tibetan refugees, who have
recently arrived in India. Having left Tibet
with little or no education, they will need basic
literacy and vocational skillsin order to be
able to find employment and cope in their new
situation.

The Transit Schoad has been in existence since
1993, with make-shift classrooms and hostels
constructed with galvanised iron sheets. The
unbearable heat in summer, the heavy
monsoon rains and the icy winter have caused
health problems for students, and recruiting
and retaining of staff has been an ongoing
problem.

Original plans were to house 360 students, but
there are already over 650 as the influx of
refugees continues. The Schod provides a 5-
year programme, enabling students to achieve
Year 12 standard, equivalentto A—level in
England. Vocational skills training cover
carpentry, electrical engineering and thangka
painting and tailoring. There is a well -
equipped computer studies course. There are
curr ently 53 teachers.

Right picture: EC Delegation from Delhi with
trainees and staff at the inauguration of the
Centre for Textile & Garment Design, India
another co-funded project completed in March

Transit Schoal then, above and now, below.



Rehabilitation of Torture Victims from Tibet

This project aims to rehabili tate the
victims of organised violence and
torture survivors from Tibet. Tibet
House Trust has been supporting
this project since March 1996 and
has sent over £ 100,000 for this
project tothe Torture Victims Cell, a
speciali sed unit of the Departm ent
of Health of Central Tibetan
Administration, Dharamsala. The
Torture Victims Cell takes care of
25—40 such torture survivors every
year.

The project provides counselli ng and
medical care for the new refugees,
who number between 2000—4000
every year. All the new refugees
need immediate medical care, on
their arrival in Nepal & India, as
they have been walking for days
over the Himalayas without
sufficient food and nutrition. Many
suffer frost-bite and often their
fingers, hands, feet and legs have to
be amputated upon their arrival in
Nepal. The beneficiaries of this
project include children few years
old to elderly person 70 years old.

Since 2000, the project has been
supporting vocational and skills
training. Interest-free capital loan
for setting up of micro-enterprises
has been provided to 10 new
refugees from Tibet.

Picture of atwo-yea old girl from Tibet at the
Tibetan Refugees Reception Centre, Dharamsala.

These young children have been
send by their parents from Tibet to
study in the Tibetan schoolsin
India.



Emergency Relief Fund

Based on our past experiences dealing
with emergency situations - starting
with Tibet Snow Storm, Ladakh
Snow, Orissa Cyclone, Manali Fireto
the Ladakh Flood etc., werealised the
need to create an Emergency Reli ef
Fund to provide the rapid action
needed in times of such disasters.
Thiswas introduced during the
photo-exhibition in June 2002. Our
target istoraise atleast GBP 30,000
for such emergency situation. We
have raised £1500 from the donations
we received during the photo-
exhibition at t he St.Martin-in-the-
fields Gallery.

For the most recent Drought Reli ef
aid toHunsur & Chowkur in the
South India, the Trust provided
£30,000 from our own funds. Thisis
in addition tothe Rs.15,00,000 we
raised for the Mundgod Drought
Relief aid. Our funding will help
these farmersto buy their seeds and
fertilizers for next year and keep the
family hearth burning this year. We
may not be sofortunate the nexttime
disaster strikes.

Orissa Cyclone blew off theroof of the
Tibetan howses in Phurtsokling Tibetan
Settlement.

Manali fire destroyed the Tibetan
shopping complex.

Tibetan refugees in Spituk vill age dis-
placed after the Indus river flood.

Drought damaged fields and cropsin
South India



Cultural Programme

Photo-Exihibition: In memory of the
late Amaryllis Fleming, a loyal supporter
of Tibet, a photo-exhibition was organised
by the Tibet House Trust atthe Crypt
Gallery, London from 16 to 28 June, 2002
to coincide with the World Refugee Day .

The theme of this exhibition was to show
independent Tibet, its occupation,
Tibetan community in exile and their
future vision.

The British actress Joanna Lumley, a
staunch supporter of Tibet, was the chief
guest at the opening. Monks from Tashi
Lhunpo monastery began the evening
function with Tibetan prayers. The

gall ery was packed with over 130 people
standing.

Pictures by the Tibetan photographer,
Tenzin Dorjeeformed the core of the
exhibit. He also had the chance to speak
about his experiences and future projects.

About 100 people visited the gall ery each
day. Part of this exhibition was taken to
Austria during the Kalachakra teachings
in August 2002. This exhibition helped in
spreading awareness about the Tibetan
situation and the works of Tibet House
Trust. It also promoted the works of
Tibetan artistsin exile.

This exhibition can be hired free of
charge from the Tibet House Trust.

Tibet House Trust is
bringing Tibet
Museum-Dharamsala
to London. Don’t miss
this free exhibition at
Air Gallery, Dover
Street, London from
17D 27 June, 2003.

Tibet Museum ToursIndia
With our funding, Tibet Museum in
Dharamsala, highly commended by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, will tour all
the Tibetan Sett lements and schodls in
India starting from April 2003.



Education

Sponsorship programme
Our Education Sponsorship
programme has been progressing and
expanding since the start of the Tibet
House Trust. At present, we have 169
beneficiariesb 20 have either
completed their schooling or left for
other r easons. The monthly
sponsorship of £13 pays for the
children’s tuition fees, uniform, food
and books.

The programme helps to fund the
schodling of orphan, destitute and poor
children in different schods in India
and Nepal. It also supportsreligious
studies by monks and nuns. The
sponsorship is channelled through the
local i nstitutions like Department of
Education, Department for Religion
and Culture, Tibetan Children’s

Vill age, Tibetan Institute of
Performing Arts.

Sponsors receive individual case-
history of the child/ren, pictures,
annu al reports and are welcome to
maintain personal contact with the
children.

Tibetan children in their schod class
room, India

My Sponsor
By Karma Kunsang, TCV

When | had nothing,

You gave me the chance to study
I think you are the one,

Who has opened the door for me.

Wherever you are;

You are alwaysin my heart;

I'll be grateful for your kindness,
And all you have done for me.

People like you,
Make this world;

A wonderful placetolivein,
For the deprived.

Last year, we completed a
three-year education project
funded by Department for
International Development,
UK. Through the Department
of Education, we provided 150
scholarships for Degree
courses and 250 for vocational
and skill straining for Tibetan
refugees.

Events

17—27 June, 2003 10 am.—5 p.m.
Tibet Exhibition at Air Gallery
32 Dover Street, London W1S4NE

26 June & 10 July 7D 8:30 p.m.

Teadingsin Tibetan by Geshe Tashi laat
Tibet House, 1 Culworth Stred, London NW8

Saturday, 05 July
His Holi nessthe Dalai Lama’s Birthday

Celebrations at Westminster Cathedral, Ambrosden
Avenue, London W1

4—20 September
Tibet Exhibition at The October Gallery, 24 Old

Gloucester Street, London WCI1N 3AL
tel: 020-7242 7367



The Saturday Tibetan Language Class

- Mr.Tsering Dhun dup Gonkatsang

“After staying in Canada for 2 years, my friend' s 5 year old son could not converse with his elderly grandparentsin
India because he has forgotten his Tibetan dtogether. Aren't we glad to have Mr.Tsering Dhundup Gonkatsang and the
Tibetan Language dasssin London?” Here Mr. TD Gonkatsang shares his experience of teading Tibetan to Tibetan

childrenin London.

Tibet House Trust started the Saturday
Tibetan classes in 1996. The initial
language teaching aim was to enable the
learners to be able to converse in their
mother tongue and to achieve functional
literacy. This meant teaching the language
skills to read and write in Tibetan as well
as develop communicative competence in
the everyday Tibetan vernacular. The
indirect gains hoped for is the inculcation
of awareness of their cultural roots and
retaining their sense of Tibetan identity.
For most of the children, learning Tibetan
was like learning it as ©foreign© language
and for some as a ©second®© language. So, we
had to encourage those parents who could,
to be involved by speaking in Tibetan at
home as the first language so that their
children may assimilate their mother
tongue more easily.

It wouldn©t do to teach Tibetan in the
traditional way as the learners© are
already burdened with major curricular
demands from their mainstream schod
education. Based on the children®©s level of
achievement and competence in speaking,
reading and writing skills, | started
preparing teaching materials and aids
based on the ©English as a Foreign
Language© teaching materials | have
collected over the years. After an initial
assessment of language competence and
age range, the children were divided into
three learning groups: beginners,
intermediate and advance.

At the height of our Tibetan classes, we
had about 15 children between the age-
range of 5 to 15. While the youngest
members were engaged in play activities to
prompt speaking and listening in Tibetan,
the intermediate groups were taught to
read and write in the U-Chen script and
doing simple cross translations in English
and Tibetan.

The advanced group comprised of children
who could read and write competently
enough to translate fairly complex Tibetan
sentences into English. Spelling was the
main problem for most in writing in Tibetan
as it is for adult learners, too. The focus of
their syllabus was language functions in
various imagined or real social situations so
that they could achieve functional
competence to communicate in Tibetan.

Their readings include, short stories,
humour, proverbs, songs, extracts from
science topics, prayer texts etc. The children
find it hilarious when | entertain them with
my version of a popular tune using the
song®s lyics in print. 1t©s obvious that |
cannot sing, or sing out of tune. The children
can sing well but they cannot understand
the meaning of what they sing. So, we help
each other out.

Over the years, as children grew up and
moved on to Secondary education, they
tended to drop out from attending the
Tibetan language class. As things stand
today, a core group of about 5 children are
expected to attend classes regularly for the
foreseeable future. Given the fact that these
children have only one lesson every two
weeks, their progress and achievement is
remarkable.

On my part, | try to do the best that | can.
Due to lack of any textual material
appropriate for language recovery and
teaching Tibetan as a ©foreign© language, | do
spend considerable time in preparing
materials for reading and writing exercises.
| believe it isall worth while.

Finally, on behalf of the children and the
parents, | would like to offer our sincere
thanks to the Tibet House Trust and all
those kind benefactors and friends who have
contributed most generously to the running
of the Tibetan language classes.

Mr. Tsering Dhundup Gonkatsang has been involved with teaching dl hisworkinglife. At present, heisthe

Tibetanlanguage instructor at The Oxford University.



